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[ Excellant &) Good 3 Fair [ Deterlorated [[J Ruins [J Unexposed
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] Alvered Unaltered ' 3 Movad Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
~

The Branch Building is a two-story structure with a four-bay front and
measures 26' wide by 140' deep. It is built on a common bond brick
foundation and has a cast-iron facade with side and rear walls of brick
lald in common bond. The street level portion of the facade consists
of a four-bay arcade composed of free-standing Corinthian columms on
pedestals, supporting semicircular arches. The arcade forms a screen
across a split in levels in the lower portion of the building. In the
western-most bay of the arcade a flight of steps ascends to the door

of the first floor, while in the other three bays steps descend to the area)
and to the entrance to the lower level. Behind the arcade, the arch motif
is repeated iIn architectural features which form the front wall of the

~ first floor and the lower level which are executed in wood, while those of
the arcade itself are in cast iron. This arcade supports a full Corinthian
entablature which forms the pedestal base of the second floor. The four
bays of the second floor are separated by single engaged Corinthian columns
with Corinthian pilasters at the edges of the facade. The engaged columns
‘of the second floor support an engaged balustrade which forms the pedestal
for the engaged columns between the bays of the third floor. The space
between the third and fourth floor 1s also in the form of an engaged
balustrade, Crowning the facade is a large, full Corinthian entablature
with a relatively thin architrave and a wide frieze. The frieze is
ornamented with four rosettes; the cornice features modillions, dentils
and eggs and darts,

A side stair hall entered from the exterior gives access to the main office
on the first floor. The first floor has been greatly altered, and no
original woodwork save that of the stair hall survives. The original

plan probably consisted of two main rooms, behind which was an open court
separating the main block of the building from a one-story-on-high-
basement structure that probably housed living quarters. The court has
been enclosed, and all of this space has been converted into modern offices
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losophy
Science
Sculpture
Social/Human-
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[ Urban Plonning
[ Other (Specity)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The iron-front building at 1015 East Main Street was erected circa
1866 on the site of an earlier building that had been destroyed
by fire during the evacuation of Richmond in 1865. The building

M was erected to house the Virginia Fire and Marine Insurance Company
and served as their headquarters until 1953 when it was sold to
Branch and Company. The structure is an exceptionally fine example
of the post-Civil War iron-fronted commercial building. Its free-

_standing arcade on the street.level .is a most unusual and successfull]

handled feature.
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Deed books and tax assessor records in

Riqhmond City Hall.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORUINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LaTiTune 7T T LoneiTUbE
Dagrees Minutes Seconds | Dagrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Ssconds
NW -] ' - ) ' - 37 [+] 32 . 14 - 77 o 26",» -..alos‘i
NE -] E - -] » »
SE'*-"-'"‘" o ' - o o ,avY a * P ol
[-] » » -] L} L]
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: acre

LIST ALL STATES AND COCUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAFPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNTARIES

STATE: CODE | cOounTY - CODE
v

STATE! CODE | COUNTY: CODE

STATE! CODE COUNTY: COoCE

STATE: CODE COUNTY:! CoDE

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Director

ORGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

KISON BFFICER CERTIFICATION .

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office Building NS La s ek 'ad
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Richmond Virginia

NAT(BNAL REGISTER VERIF,

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
in the Nationa! Register and certify that it has been

level of significance of this nomination is:
National [T} State Local [}

Natne

tional Histotic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Date

Chief, Offica of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
TitleVirginia Bistoric landmarka Commidsion

ATTEST:

Date

Keeper of The National Register

Novamber. .19, - 1969
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U.S5.G.S. 74' quadrangle (Scales 1:24000)
Richmond, Va. (1964)

Branch Building
Latitude Longitude
37° 320 140 77° 26% 08"




